
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2018, 3rd quarter

Number of reported sexual offences went up by 16.6 per
cent in January to September 2018
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 639,800 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard in January to September 2018, which is 22,900 cases (3.5
per cent) fewer than in 2017. The number of recorded offences against the Penal Code was
331,900 or one per cent lower. The recorded number of crimes against life and health was
26,700, which is 0.4 per cent lower than in January to September 2017. In all, 6.1 per cent more
rapes and 26.1 per cent more cases of sexual harassment were reported than in the year before.

Rape offences by month 2016 to 2018

Amajority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During January to September 2018, a total
of 628,000 offences were recorded by the police, which is 3.5 per cent down from January to September
2017. The drop is mainly caused by a change in the number of traffic infractions. In January to September
2018, a total of 6,800 offences were recorded by the customs and 4,750 by the border guard. Compared
with January to September 2017, the offences recorded by the customs decreased by 3.5 per cent and those
recorded by the border guard increased by 5.4 per cent.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 18.12.2018
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The reform of fine legislation on 1 December 2016 affects the updating of statistics on criminal offences
especially in terms of traffic offences. Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police
PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days. For this reason, the publication time of the statistics has
been moved by a few months in 2018.

Offences against the person
The number of assault offences recorded was 24,900 during January to September 2018, which is 200
cases (0.8 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in 2017. A total of 1,260 aggravated assaults
were recorded, which is 50 cases more than twelve months earlier. The recorded number of offences
against life was 57, which is the same number as the year before.

Altogether, 980 rapes were recorded, which was 56 cases (6.1 per cent) more than in January to September
2017. The total number of rapes was under the level of 2017 still in July, but the total number of reports
exceeded the level of 2017 in August to September. The recorded number of sexual abuses of a child was
1,005, which is 16.1 per cent more than in January to September of the previous year. In addition, 775
other sexual offences were reported, of which 387 were cases of sexual harassment. Compared with January
to September 2017, the cases of sexual harassment increased by 80 cases (26.1 per cent). The recorded
numbers of rapes and sexual abuses of a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual
reports of an offence may include a series of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Offences against property
During January to September 2018, a total of 154,500 offences against property were recorded, which is
8,000 (4.9 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of the previous year.

During January to September 2018, a total of 17,800 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Criminal
Code, Section 36, Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which is 2.6 per cent more than in the year before A
total of 1,290 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 20.4 per cent more than one year earlier.

During January to September 2018, means of payment frauds numbered 1,540, which is 600 cases (28.0
per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in the previous year. The number of aggravated means
of payment frauds was 151. The number of means of payment frauds has been declining for the past few
years. Especially means of payment frauds carried out abroad or from abroad have decreased.

The number of robberies recorded was 1,300, which is 4.6 per cent up from January to September 2017.
Of robberies, 216 were aggravated. A total of 560 embezzlements and aggravated embezzlements were
reported, which is 45.5 per cent more than in January to September 2017, when exceptionally few of them
were reported.

A total of 92,100 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported, which is 5,000 cases
(5.1 per cent) fewer than in January to September 2017. The number of aggravated thefts recorded was
2,300 in January to September 2018, which is up by 5.5 per cent from the year before. The number of
break-ins into houses recorded was 3,700, which is one per cent more than in January to September 2017.
Altogether, 33,700 thefts and petty thefts from shops were recorded, which is 700 cases fewer than in the
corresponding period of the previous year. Compared with 2009, the number of thefts and petty thefts
from shops has fallen by about 15 per cent.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and stealing of a motor vehicle
for temporary use was 4,500, which is 8.2 per cent lower than in January to September 2017. From the
early 2000s, the number of these offences has fallen to under one half.
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During January to September 2018, damages to property numbered 23,000, which is 3,000 cases (11.7
per cent) fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 165 aggravated damages to property were reported.
The number of damages to property has primarily been falling since 2009, when 39,500 of them were
recorded.

Other offences
The number of drunken driving was 14,200 in January to September 2018, which is 6.0 per cent up from
the corresponding period in 2017. Nearly 40 per cent of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated
drunken driving. A total of 5,400 aggravated drunken driving cases were recorded, which is 2.3 per cent
more than in January to September 2017. Basic drunken driving cases increased by 8.5 per cent. Around
60 per cent of basic drunken driving cases were caused by the use of narcotic substances. As recently as
2013, over one-half of all drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was 21,700, which is up by 4.6 per cent on January to September
in the year before. The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 8.9 per cent. A total of
870 of them were recorded. Close on two out of three narcotics offences are use offences. The recorded
number was 14,400, which is 12.9 per cent more than in January to September 2017.

In January to September 2018, a total of 2,850 cases of identity theft were recorded, which is 100 cases
(3.4 per cent) fewer than in 2017. Identity theft was added to the Criminal Code on 4 September 2015 and
by the end of 2015, a total of 518 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Altogether, 349,900 cases of endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety
(Criminal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2, 11), hit-and-runs, and other traffic infractions were recorded,
which is 17,500 cases (4.8 per cent) fewer than in January to September 2017. Of these offences, 273,100
were cases of exceeding speed limits. Exceeding of speed limits declined by 5.8 per cent. Fines from
automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, so the
data will become revised.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.
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Number of certain types of offences in July, August and September, and in January to September
2018 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-SeptemberSeptemberAugustJulyOffence

Change2018Change2018Change2018Change2018

-22,910639,752-17,07061,2223,26982,393-4,41573,2371) Offences and infractions total

-3,370331,890-1,76739,42683843,7202240,8172) Offences against the Criminal Code

-5,336293,103-2,00034,4915138,5355936,7363) Offences A to F

-1,79620,997-5722,328-703,008392,892Burglary

-3994,450-125561-70728-3704
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

581,315-18165716333178Robbery

-3,04123,046-6452,762-3553,019-3822,855Damage to property

-57-47-15710Manslaughter, murder and killing

-20624,894172,8322423,0621213,067Assault

56980231264112625136Rape

80814,225931,710-51,659-381,711Drunken driving

95521,705672,548-2922,461-1502,342Narcotics offences

-17,574346,649-15,07026,7313,21843,858-4,47436,501

4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction

-16,789273,130-15,34817,4443,48735,776-3,98930,086-exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in January to September 2014 to 2018
(preliminary data)

20182017201620152014Offence

639,752662,662628,139620,772614,6661) Offences and infractions total

331,890335,260359,854357,212368,2782) Offences against the Criminal Code

293,103298,439317,594311,459319,5813) Offences A to F

154,478162,460178,643178,326185,434A. Offences against property

20,99722,79324,33025,81525,663Burglaries total

3,7003,6654,0974,4964,795Breaking into a residence

9021,2379651,2781,449- into a free-time residence

2,7982,4283,1323,2183,346- into another residence

2,2312,3482,5763,1113,073Breaking into business premises

5,1505,8716,4937,2396,993Breaking into a motor vehicle

9,91610,90911,16410,96910,802Other burglaries

4,4504,8495,2775,9206,058
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

1,3151,2571,2381,1651,264Robberies total

23,04626,08727,28928,73733,121Damages to property total

2,5162,3462,2322,0952,318Embezzlements total

17,76917,31619,27019,46417,529Frauds total

1,2891,0711,0521,093959- aggravated fraud

26,68426,80427,04826,77226,754B. Crimes against life and health

5757546476Manslaughter, murder or killing

263280233213253Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

24,89425,10025,26925,03524,963Assaults total

1,2621,2091,1471,1661,212- aggravated assault

2,7602,3672,5202,0922,245C. Sexual crimes

1,0058669458831,081Sexual abuse of a child

980924852752760Rape

9,1329,05310,2219,3939,476D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

1,4141,3011,4211,2551,287(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

1,1251,1341,3991,3441,413Impeding an official

36,78134,71934,34834,55134,939E. Certain traffic offences

14,22513,41713,09813,46613,327Drunken driving total

63,26863,03664,81460,32560,733F. Other offences

21,70520,75018,86818,03916,082Narcotics offences total

871956851850892- aggravated narcotics offence

1,3411,4512,4922,6813,022Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

346,649364,223310,545309,313295,085
4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction

273,130289,919223,238221,863205,598- exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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